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pens to the kids when dad has lost
his job because he banged his head
up while riding without a helmet?
I guess that’s what our socialism
style government programs like
social security and Medicaid will
have to pay for.

Can we ride double on our ATV
that is made for one person? Yes
at Headworks Park near Genoa.
Yes for now but not for long at
the Nebraska National Forest
near Halsey as | expect that rule
to change soon. No at the Cedar
Run OHYV Park at Harlan County

SINIC
DOO
SHOR

Reservoir. No at the Alliance MX
track and Flat Rock Riders track.

Do I need to be a NOHVA member
to ride on any trails in Nebraska?
No. We ask that everyone who
rides on a trail we are involved
with support our work to keep
trails open with a NOHVA mem-
bership. The Alliance Motocross
Track requires that you have a
NOHVA membership and an AMX
membership.

Do I need to be a NOHVA mem-
ber to ride at Headworks Park
near Genoa? No. It is recommend-
ed that riders become members to
stay informed of news about the
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April 2-3 —7 p.m. —
Season Opener
Drag Races, TT Race, SXS TT Race,
Pitbake Race, Open Riding
*May 6-8 — ATV Drag Races
eJune 4-5 — Midwest Bikefest
eJuly 17 — 12 noon-1 a.m.

Stompin' at the Ranch
*Aug. 21 — 12 noon-1 a.m.
Rockin' at the Ranch
*Sept. 9-11 — 7 p.m. —
Sandblast 2010
Sept. 18 — 12 a.m. Big Red Bash
— Husker Tailgating, Bands

2800 Old Highway 8 ~ Norfolk, NE 68701
402-844-5044 ~ www.offroadranch.net
Hours: 7 Days a Week ~ 9 AM - 9 PM

area. With absolutely no doubt,
the area would not be open today
if it was not for the hard work that
NOHVA members have dedicated
to keeping the area open for the
last 20 years! In the 1990’s, Dan
Nitzel organized riders to overcome
problems that were threatening to
close the area to ATV and dirt-
bike riders. We promised to work
to with the land owners to keep
the area open if riders would fol-
low the rules and support NOHVA
with a membership. In return we
would pay for insurance, mainte-
nance materials, restrooms, trash
cans, etc. This worked quite well
for a couple of decades. Now, fewer
and fewer riders support NOHVA
and membership in NOHVA is
falling dramatically. The next cou-
ple of years will be the deciding
years for the future of the rid-
ing area. The number of riders
with NOHVA memberships needs
to increase and people need to
step forward to assume leadership
roles. Also, the area faces a poten-
tial closure for the entire summer
from March 15 thru October 1, or
a total closure. This is because
of environmental concerns raised
during discussions of the re-licens-
ing of the area by Loup Power
with a federal agency, the Bureau
of Reclamation. NOHVA members
have been involved in expressing
our desire of ‘no change’ for the
riding area but our voice is becom-
ing weaker due to falling member-
ships and lack of support from the
riders who enjoy the Headworks
Park area. For more back ground
information about this visit our
web site under the NOHVA News
Archive section.

Do I need to be a NOHVA member
to ride at the Nebraska National
Forest near Halsey? No. NOHVA
memberships help pay for work in
the trails and we organize volun-
teer riders to work on the trails.
It is a fact that none of the ATV
trails at the Nebraska National
Forest would exist today if it were
not for the work or NOHVA mem-
bers at the area for the last 20
years. It all began in 1990 when
Dan Nitzel, representing ATV and
dirtbike riders in Nebraska asked
if the Forest Service could open

some ATV specific trails. In return,
Dan Nitzel would organize the
riders and they would help build
and maintain the trails. After
ten years, and with some grant
money from the Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission, donations
from NOHVA and NOHVA trails
volunteers, the Dismal River trail
was opened in 1999. Soon after a
number of other ATV trails were
created. In 2007 the Halsey Trails
Club was created to focus on help-
ing with trails at the Nebraska
National Forest. Today, we are
waiting in final determination of
the Travel Management Plan. The
Travel Management Plan will des-
ignate with trails will stay open
and which will close. NOHVA mem-
bers have been very active in pro-
viding input for this plan. NOHVA
will and/or the local Halsey Trails
Club chapter will continue to stay
involved in recreational ATV trails
at Halsey as long as there are
NOHVA members to help with
trails. Considering the fact that
NOHVA membership is falling, the
future of ATV and dirtbike recre-
ation at Halsey could be in jeop-
ardy.

When is Headworks open and
closed? The area is closed for about
three or fours months out of the
year so that the land owners, the
Loup Power District can dredge
the canal. The two periods the
closure usually occurs is from mid-
March to mid-May and then again
mid-August to October 1st. It can
close at other times during the
year if the area is effected by
construction projects, flooding or
some other reason where it would
be dangerous for people to ride.
Beside the times the area was
closed for dredging and flooding,
the area has been closed because
riders did not behave themselves.
These problems were caused by
riders committing vandalism and
an excessive amount of riders
breaking the rules.

Where can | drive my UTV
or side-by-side in Nebraska?
Depends. As far as Headworks,
the width limit of 55 inches and is
being reviewed. We will have more
on that as soon as more details
are available. At Halsey the width
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limit is 50 to 52 inches on the
ATV trails. Wider machines can be
used on certain sections 4x4 trails
and jeep trails. We are waiting on
a final determination contained
in the Travel Management Plan
about where UTVs and side-by-
sides can travel. We expect that
most trails at Halsey will be closed
to UTVs and side-by-sides at
Halsey. The new Cedar Run OHV
near Republican City Nebraska
offers a width limit of 67 inches.

Legislature
Defines UTVs

The Nebraska Legislature
has approved a bill that defines
UTVs and would allow UTVs on
the same roads as ATVs are now
allowed. LB650, introduced by
Imperial Sen. Mark Christensen
and as amended, would permit the
use of UTVs and minitrucks on
Nebraska roads except interstate
highways, controlled-access high-
ways and expressways. An amend-
ment to LB-650 defines what a
UTV is under state law. Before
this law, UTVs were in the same
classification as garden tractors.

The amendment to LB650
defines UTVs as vehicles weigh-
ing between 900 and 2,000 pounds
with:

+ widths between 48 and 74 inch-
es;

+ lengths no more than 135 inch-
es;

+ four or more low-pressure tires;
+ steering wheels; and

+ bench or bucket-type seating for
at least two people to sit side-by-
side.

Golf carts and low-speed vehicles
would not be classified as UTVs.

UTV owners would be required
to title their vehicle, obtain an
operator’s license and procure lia-
bility insurance. UTVs could be
operated at speeds up to 30 mph
during daylight hours on a two-
lane highway if being used for
agricultural purposes, or within
municipal limits if authorized by
ordinance. The bill would further
require that headlights and tail-
lights be on during operation and
that safety flags be installed.

LB650 was advanced from gen-
eral file on a 37-0 vote and would
go into effect Jan. 1, 2011.
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Donation Supports trail main-
tenance and administration
as part of ongoing effort to
encourage safe, responsible
riding and sustainable riding
areas in Nebraska.

Grand Island, Nebraska
February 14, 2010 — The Nebraska
Off Highway Vehicle Association
(NOHVA) is pleased to announce it
has received a Yamaha OHYV Access
Initiative GRANT of $13,800. Of
the $13,800, approximately $3,800
will be used for entrance trail
improvements at Headworks OHV
Park near Genoa and $10,000 will
be used for insurance costs involv-
ing five public ATV, dirtbike and
UTV areas in Nebraska. This is
the second GRANT NOHVA has
received from Yamaha. The first
GRANT was awarded to NOHVA
in 2008.

According to Dan Nitzel,
Business Manager of NOHVA,
“Liability is always a top concern
among land owners that host ATV,
dirtbike and UTV trails on their
land. The insurance purchased
with funding from the Yamaha
OHV Access Initiative GRANT
allows us to help protect the land
owners who open their land for
public motorized recreation. Also,
the insurance protects our volun-
teers from potential lawsuits and
injuries. With Yamaha providing
the funds for insurance, we can
use funds that we receive from
voluntary memberships and dona-
tions to fund trail related expenses.
These expenses include maintain-
ing restrooms, trash pickup, rider
education, and most importantly,
trail maintenance.”

One other important item the
Yamaha OHV Access Initiative
GRANT provides are funds for
proposed improvements to the
entrance trail at the Headworks
OHYV Park near Genoa. Last year
entrance gates were vandalized.
The Yamaha Trails GRANT will
fund replacement of the gates and
will help fund re-construction of
the entrance trail.

“After  weather dramati-
cally reduced attendance at our
Jamborees in 2009, without the
support from Yamaha the future
of NOHVA was at risk”, said Dan
Nitzel. “Yamaha has helped us
out of financial trouble two times
now so we can continue to support
and fund public ATV, dirtbike and
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Yamaha Awards GRANT of $13,800 to Nebraska Off Highway Vehicle Association

Thank you Yamaha for your generous contributions to NOHVA for 2009 and 2010!
Shown from left to right, Gary Gibbs, Dan Nitzel, Dennis Walz and Tami Walz.

UTV trail projects in Nebraska.”
Unlike many states, the State of
Nebraska has no registration pro-
gram to fund recreational ATV,
dirtbike and UTV trails and trail
organizations. Instead, trail fund-
ing and maintenance is left up
to volunteer organizations like
NOHVA.

For more information about

Yamaha's OHV Access Initiative,

go to: www.yamaha-motor.com/
ohvaccess .
Dan Nitzel stated that “It is

quite an honor to see NOHVA
receive Yamaha OHV Access
Initiative GRANT on two different
occasions. We would like to sin-
cerely thank the following people
that worked to make it possible:

Jesse Henderson — Yamaha
Craig Stokebrand - Kearney

Yamaha

Kristy Lichtenfeld — Curry Bros.
Motorsports

Scott Kluver — Dillion Brothers
MotorSports”

The Nebraska Off Highway
Vehicle Association (NOHVA) is a
3200 member non-profit organiza-

tion formed to benefit all terrain
vehicle (ATV), off-road motorcycle
(dirtbike) and UTV riders. Our
six chapters and main organiza-
tion help manage and fund trails
and parks at five locations in
Nebraska.

The goals of the Nebraska Off
Highway Vehicle Association are:
= Preserve existing places to ride
in Nebraska
e Help fund public ATV, dirt-
bike and UTV trails and parks in
Nebraska
= Organize riders to help manage
and maintain trails and ATV/dirt-
bike/UTV parks
= Organize family based off road
events for ATV, dirtbike and UTV
enthusiasts
= Promote responsible and safe
ATV/dirtbike/UTV use
e Educate ATV, dirtbike and UTV
enthusiasts
= Assist in the development and
management of new places to ride
in Nebraska
e Defend recreational ATV, dirt-
bike and UTV owners against dis-
criminatory legislation

We hold family based events
throughout the year and our mem-
berships are low cost. We pro-
vide riding area information and
news to our members. A portion
of NOHVA membership fees are
used to fund and maintain trails
in Nebraska. Our web site is www.
nohva.com

Yamaha OHV Access Initiative GRANTs $1.3 Million in Two Years
Supporting Safe, Responsible Riding and Open, Sustainable Access

Fourth Quarter 2009 Awards
Top $80,000; 2010 Funding
Cycle Opens

Cypress, CA (2/8/2009) - Yamaha
Motor Corp., U.S.A., through
its OHV (off-highway vehicle)
Access Initiative, GRANTed
(Guaranteeing Responsible Access
to our Nations Trails) more than
$80,000 in the fourth quarter of
2009. This brings the program’s
year-end funding total to more
than $685,000 and two-year total
to more than $1.3 million in
support of the OHV community
nationwide.

"Yamaha is proud of the OHV
Access Initiative's success reach-
ing riding areas across the coun-
try and promoting safe, respon-

sible recreation,” said Steve Nessl,
Yamaha's ATV/SxS Group market-
ing manager. “While we've enjoyed
great progress the past two years,
we're most excited about the future
of the program as we meet the
continuing and expanding need
for OHV support. Yamaha's OHV
Access Initiative will continue
to provide essential resources to
OHV riding clubs, state associa-
tions and public land management
agencies at local, state and federal
levels for years to come.”

In the final quarter of 2009
Yamaha funded 11 organizations
GRANTing more than $80,000
in cash and equipment. GRANTs
went to support the construction,
mapping, maintenance and insur-
ance of OHV riding areas and

to create awareness of safe and
responsible riding practices.

The Yamaha OHV Access
Initiative review committee
awarded GRANTS to the following
organizations in the fourth quar-
ter:

eCalifornia Trail Users
Coalition

eCoronado National Forest,
Arizona

=Friends of Florida State Forest

=Jackson County Forestry &
Parks Department, Wisconsin

eLost Rivers Economic
Development, Recreational Trails
Committee, Idaho

<Nebraska Off Highway Vehicle
Association

<North Country ATV Association/
NYTRO of Eastern New York

=Ride with Respect, Utah

«San Juan Trail Riders,
Colorado- Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources: Lafayette
County

«0Oregon Departmentof Forestry:
Tillamook District
About the Yamaha
OHYV Access Initiative

Each quarter, Yamaha accepts
applications from non-profit or
tax-exempt organizations includ-
ing OHV riding clubs and asso-
ciations, national, state and local
public land use agencies and other
members of the OHV community
in the United States. A committee
then reviews each application and
awards GRANTS to deserving proj-
ects.


















